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PoLitiIcat. 


WE have all along, says the Sahachar, of the 2nd August, obse 


| there would be no possibility of 

ee order being established in Afghan 
Yakub Khan was released from confinement and seated on the 
Cabul. We exceedingly regret to learn that hardly has the new Anj, 
Abdur Rahman, actually ascended the throne when our worst apprehensions 
have been sadly verified by events. Reference is then made to the recon 
disaster ia Candahar, and the consequences which may be expected to 
follow from it. fhe Editor would impress upon Lord Ripon’s Governmen; 
the extreme necessity of sending reinforcements, at whatever cost, for the 
purpose of enabling the British troops now i Afghanistan to recover 
their prestige. When the power of the British lion has been fully asserteq 
it will then be time for considering what permanent settlement of the 
country will be feasible in future. We are, however, convinced that in 
the end a permanent annexation of Afghanistan by England will be found 
to be the only wise course. Lord Ripon committed great error when he 
consented to continue the negotiations with Abdur Rahman which had 
been begun by his predecessor. The reinstatement of Yakub would have 
rendered any hostile action on his brother Ayoob’s part an impossibility, 
Government has brought the late disaster upon itself by its own recklessness, 

2. We extract the following observations from another article in the 


same paper:—The Liberals have been in 


rved that 
peace and 
istan unt!) 
throne of 


The policy of the Liberal Govern- 


ae office for such a short time that it is yet pre- 
mature to comment on their policy as a 
whole and its probable consequences. The unsound statesmanship of their | 
predecessors has left them so much which requires reform that it will be 
some time before the task can be properly accomplished. The Liberal 


leaders, however, have already begun to act in a manner which is causing 
disappointment to the public, and, considering the lavish promises made by 
them while in opposition and their actual performances now when they are 
in office, there is indeed ample reason for disappointment. Their attitude 
towards the Zulu war, the Anglo-Turkish convention, the Afghan war, the 
Press Act, the Arms Act, and the License-tax was clearly one of so much 
disapprobation that the public were convinced and led to expect that, on 
their accession to power, all these odious measures would be things of the 
past. But what has been the case in practice? The chief actor in the 
Zulu war still holds his office, while Mr. Gladstone himself is defending 
him. The Cyprus convention continues to throw dust in the eyes of John 
Bull. From Afghanistan the British troops have not been yet withdrawn, 
while the settlement of the country that has been proposed makes the 
prospect of an early evacuation increasingly remote. What measures 
Lord Ripon may adopt in connection with the Press Act, the Arms Act 
and the License-tax have not yet been announced. In the meantime the 
reply of the Marquis of Hartington to the deputation that waited on him 
praying for the repeal of these measures is one that will doubtless caus 
extreme disappointment to the people of this country. We fully admit the 
necessity on the part of successive administrations of keeping up ag 
nuity of policy, and regard it as one of the fundamental principles 0 
politics that a Government on coming into power should not hastily revers 
the acts of its predecessors. But the present is not an analogous Ca. 
Certain acts of Lord Lytton’s Government were equally disapproved ° 
by the public and the leaders of the Opposition, and the disapprobation © 
the part of the latter was so strongly expressed that they clearly pledge 
themselves to repeal those obnoxious acts on their accession tO. ~“ 
Their success at the late elections was therefore hailed with delight » 
the people of India. The retention of the Press Act and the oth 


. 


yres named above will cause a feeling of deep despondency and la 
be Liberal leaders open to the charge of a breach of promise, ted Ripon 
is, in conclusion, asked to take these matters into his serious consideration 
vithout attaching any undue importance to the interested advice of his 

ellors. | 
-s The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 3rd August, thus puts the 
case as between Abdur Rahman and Yakub 
: Khan :—Yakub has a natural right to the 
throne of Cabul, while Abdur Rahman has almost none. The former 
has adherents almost all over Afghanistan, the latter almost none. The 
British authorities are very well acquainted with Yakub: Abdur Rahman 
they do not know. Yakub is well disposed towards the British Government. 
Abdur Rahman probably cherishes friendship for the Russians. So far as 
‘s known, the restoration of Yakub Khan would have most probably led to 
the cessation of hostilities in Afghanistan and the re-establishment of peace 
and order therein. As it is, the selection of Abdur Rahman for the 
Amirship, although it may facilitate the retirement of the British army 
fom that country, will not probably put an end to the anarchy which now 
prevails there. ‘These considerations notwithstanding, the British Govern- 
ment has made Abdur Rahman Amir in supersession of the claims of 
Yakub Khan. 

4, The same paper confesses to a feeling of great disappointment at 
learning the reply of the Secretary of State 
to the deputation which had waited upon him 
praying for the repeal of the Press Act and certain other measures of the 
late administration. The people of India had expected to obtain relief at 
the hands of the Liberals, but if the Liberals now forsake them, who will 
befriend them? ‘The other observations made by the writer agree in the 
main with those noticed in paragraph 2. 

5. The Bharat Mihir, of the 3rd August, after dwelling on the low 

The finances of Government ang State of the finances, the incidence of taxation 
what Lord Ripon should do. in this country, and the increase of the home 
and the army charges, and suggesting certain reforms, thus summarizes wha the 
conceives to be the duty of Lord Ripon’s Government at the present time :— 
(1) The Government of India should banish from its mind all love of pomp 
and parade and durbars. Lord Lytton had had enough of these things, and 
there should not be any more money spent on them; (2) salaries of highly- 
paid officials as also the number of Indian troops should be reduced, and 
retrenchments made where practicable. The cost of administration should not 
exceed the means at the disposal of Government ; (8) the British troops should 
be withdrawn from Cabul, leaving the rival Sirdars to fight out their quarrels 
mens themselves ; and (4) Government should learn to trust and love its 
subjects, 

6. The Arya Darpan, of the 6th August, remarks that even if Yakub 

Yakub Khan Khan were found innocent in regard to the 
| charges which had been brought against him, 
it would not be advisable to release him at this time when Afghanistan is 

fing torn with internal dissensions and euffering from the presence of a 
crelgn army. Yakub’s appearance would be but the prelude to further 
‘roubles, and would add one more element of difficulty to the intricacies of 

ighanistan affairs. ee 

7. We extract the following observations from an article in the 
Sddharanf, of the 8th August :—The reverse 
which the British army has met with in 
Candahar must be regarded as a great misfortune to the people of India. 

ler considerable trouble an Amir was found, a day was fixed for the 
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return of the British army from Cabul, both Government and natives of 
India were glad that the war was now about to be terminated, when jj 
of a sudden occurred the disaster at Khooski-Nakhood. This is Certainly 
unfortunate. 
We do not say this merely because two thousand natives were killed 

during an action which lasted only for five hours—that is something for the 

ople of this country to be proud of—nor do we take into account the 
numbers that are daily killed in the mountainous regions of Afghanistan. 
In a country where a famine sweeps away three millions of human bein 
during the space of two months, the destruction of ten or twenty thousands 
in two years, in the course of a protracted war, is a matter which should 
not enter into the calculations at all. What really occasions anxiety is 
that a war in Afghanistan means the waste of Indian treasure; of revenues 
wrung from a poor and starving people. For the prosecution of this war 
the construction of reproductive public works in India has been stopped; 
a tax has been imposed even upon the pettiest traders; money avowedly 
raised for purposes of famine relief has been expended or military operations, 
and contributions have been asked from the English exchequer as loans 
without interest; and as this war was about to come to a termination, 
fresh difficulties have arisen. India is really unfortunate. The hope 
of the country is now centred in England. There is no other alternative 
left than this that the latter should bear the cost of the Afghan war. 
The Editor then describes the poverty of the people of India. They 
are now a poor, emaciated, and helpless people, without resource or enter- 
prize, and yet Government drains their resources. 


Pusuic ADMINISTRATION. 


8. We extract the following observations from an article in the 
Samdlochak, of the 30th July, on the state of 


Agriculture in Assam. , ‘ 
y agriculture in Assam:—In many parts of 


Assam the soil is so rich that it might yield crops more abundant than 
those produced in Lower Bengal, but, unfortunately, the greater portion of 
the land there remains waste: the population is very sparse. While in 
Bengal there exists a close competition for arable land among the culti- 
vators, Assam remains mostly waste land for want of cultivators. Famines 
would be, in a manner, rendered impossible if the whole culturable area in 
this province were brought under the plough. Even if the existing cultiva- 
tors there were as industrious a class as those of Bengal, there would be 
no necessity of supplying Assam with rice grown in this province. As it is, 
the Assam peasantry are mostly opium-eaters ; all of them are men of indolent 
habits, and few skilled in agriculture. They sow theseed and leave the rest 
in the hands of Providence. Now to what is this state of things due? The 
climate of Assam is not certainly more unhealthy than that of places like 
Rungpore, still men are unwilling to immigrate into it. Certain landlords 
had tenants brought from Rungpore for settling in the province, but 
they left after a short time; and the reason why they did this was, not the 
unhealthy climate, but fear of oppressions. In Assam both Government 
and landholders are equally given to the practice of oppression on the 
tenantry. In this province there is no labouring population, whose services 
are always procurable. Government, however, whenever occasion arises, 
impresses cultivators into its service, without shewing any consideration for 
their convenience or interests. One perhaps does not wish to go, leaving his 
crops which are fit for the harvest, but the Government officer makes him 
carry a load by force. There is, indeed, arule for eranting remunerations to 
such labourers, but it is seldom followed in practice. The officers of Govern- 
ment, however, wh» engage such labour, are generous enough to feed the men 


. 8% 


at their own expense. The servants of the landlords, again, are more cruel 
task-masters. Not only must the tenant work without pay, but he must feed 
himself at his own expense or go without food altogether, and this at any 


time when his services might be required. He has to pay not a little in 


the shape of illegal cesses and perquisites to the amlah. This is particular- 
ly true of the tenantry on those estates which are managed by the zemindars’ 
dewans—a class of semi-educated men who know very well how to fleece 
the ryots. Almost every dewan holds his court after the manner of 
Europeans, which, for the purpose of conducting the examination of witnesses 
and making replies, 1s attended by men doing the work of mukhtears, 
Suppose a case comes on for hearing before one of these dewan Baboos; 
in which Shyam complains that Ram’s cow has injured one of his trees, 
the Baboo at once produces the Penal Code, and after consulting it, comes 
to the conclusion that the charge would be one of criminal trespass, and so 
directs that the case, which is aserious one, should be sent for trial to 
the District Magistrate. The poor ryot, already trembling in the presence 
of the dewan Baboo, becomes more alarmed than ever, and laying himself 
prostrate at his feet, asks whether it would be possible to compromise the 
case if he paid forty rupees. Ultimately a compromise is effected 


upon the payment of sixty rupees. So much for the administration of. 


justice by the zemindar. That by the Magistrate is on a par with the 
furmer. Suppose a man lodges a complaint with a Magistrate in the 
month of Agrahayan (November), to the effect that a certain person had 
sown oilseeds on his (complainant’s) homestead lands. The officer goes in 
August next to see whether the allegation is true. Frequently when a suit 
has been instituted for the recovery of any money lent, the chota sahib 
(the Extra Assistant Commissioners are usually so called), strikes the table 
with his fist and exclaims: “ Shala tom rafa néi karnésé, tomko 4chha hogd 
nei,’ ze. “It won’t go well with you if you do not agree to a compromise.” 
To adjudicate on a suit is a difficult matter, while it is easy enough to scold 
the parties into consenting toa compromise. Formerly, it is said, suits 
for the possession of a child, who had lived for twelve years at his maternal 
uncle’s house used to be dismissed on the ground of limitation. At the 
present time, however, there is some improvement noticed in this respect. 
It is thus that the property of the ryot is protected, nor does his person 
receive greater protection. Then what inducement is there for the ryot to 
go to Assam? Are any particular rights in the soil conferred upon them? 
Whether it is in land owned by Government, or in that which isin the 
possession of the zemindars, the tenantry have no rights, and may be evicted 
at any time. Why, then, should men be willing to go to Assam? If Govern- 
ment and zemindars gave the tenants long leases with a fixity of rent, and 
abolished the system of impressing labourers and levying illegal cesses and 
customary payments from them, Assam would soon be filled with new 
settlers, while they also would be gainers by this method. 

9. The Sahachar, of the 2nd August, writes a long article on the 
Calcutta School Book Society, the substance 
of which may be thus briefly stated :—The 
way in which Mr. Croft is managing the affairs of the School Book Society 
has caused an impression that he is about to abolish it altogether. In 
spite of the repeated protests made in the Press against his action in this 
matter, Mr. Croft still sticks to his views. The usefulness of the Society 
to the mofussil public, particularly in the matter of supplying school-books 
at low prices, is beyond question. It has done much to promote the work 
of education in this country. Its Readers have been highly recommended. 


The Calcutta School Book Society. 


Mr, Croft, however, has quite arbitrarily stopped the publication of its series. 


of Readers so long used in the schools. His management of its affairs has 
been characterized by gross carelessness. The appointment of Mr. Brown, 
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ag Secretary, a bookseller, who attends more to his private work than to the 
affairs of the Society, on a high pay, and of another to assist him, has been 
extremely injudicious, On the strength of a circular issued by Mr. Croft to 
the al of all educational institutions in the mofussil, Mr. Brown has 
secured for his own firm a large porticn of the business of the Society. 
Since his appointment the monthly sales have been reduced from Rs. 7,500 
to Rs. 2,000. By neglecting to reform the abuses which had crept into the 
management of its affairs, and by declining to consult the members of the 
manging committee on the action he has taken respecting it, Mr. Croft, as 
President of the Society, has betrayed his trust. Such things, if done by the 
manager of 3 mercantile firm, would render him liable to account for his 
conduct in a court of justice. 
10. The following is taken from the same paper :—Pankhchar and 
isis Aicates te detaeas a number of adjacent riparian villages in the 
Jessore district contain certain Kdyastha 
families, who have, for along time past, earned their livelihood by com- 
mitting river-dacoities. The men possess each a swiftly-moving boat, 
Their relatives also in Furreedpore and other districts follow the same pro- 
fession. They commit dacoities in one district and leave the booty with 
their kinsmen who live in another. The police with all their efforts have 
nat yet been able to detect them. The rivers in Hastern Bengal are very large, 
and their branches pass through many places which are inhabited by these 
K4yasthas. The ignorant boatmen who are robbed are quite strangers to 
these localities, and do not usually lodge complaints with the police, 
because of the harassments to which they are subjected at the hands of the 
latter. They therefore prefer remaining silent under misfortune. The 
Inspector-General of Police has recently quartered one head-constable and 
three constables upon these offending villages, but the force is too inadequate 
for the work to be performed, which extends over about ten villages, lying 
within a short distance of each other. Government is asked to send a 
stronger police force to these places. 
ll. The Bharat Mihir, of the 3rd August, directs the attention of 


Keg _ 

Cost of litigation in the civil courts. the Judges of the High Court, and of Govern | 
ment, to the expenses of litigation in the civil 

courts, which have now so much increased that the poor are in a manner 


denied justice. What with stamp fees and peon fees, and what with other 
charges, even the prosecution of q petty suit entails ruinous expense. 
12. Although Lord Ripon, says the MMoorshedabad Patrikd, of the 
a: Wessiansl 6th August, has been prevailed upon to accord 
e Vaccination Act. 


his sanction to the Vaccination Bill, and thus 
make it law, still it behoves His Excellency to authorize its enforcement with 


as much caution as is shown by Government in the matter of the Widow 
Marriage Act. The measure might be introduced into places where the 
inhabitants were sufficiently enlightened to accept it, but in less advanced 
localities its working would be certain to be attended with oppressions. 
The writer would ask Sir Ashley Eden to postpone its introduction to some 
indefinite period. 

13. The Dacca Prakash, of the 8th August, highly commends the 


il te liberal sentiments which were expressed by 


Lord Ripon when passing the Vaccination 


Bill into law. His Lordship’s action on this occasion augurs well for the 
future legislation of this country. 


14, The Sddhdrani, of the 8th August, remarks that, although officers 
i a engaged in the administration of justice in this 
tion Courts. mene eo country are allowed very high salaries, the 
people are daily losing all confidence in the 


law courts. It is not because the judges are corrupt or partial that this is 


fo. 3 


30: it is the system that is responsible for this result. The officers them- 
selves are always careful that they should be guided by the laws and bye- 
laws which are being enacted for their instruction, Everything goes right 
with them so long as they can show a clear file. In the meantime, of the 
suitors, he who can best conduct his suit wins it. Some persons have now 
made it a regular business of their lives to throw dust in the eyes of the judges. 
False cases are often successful, owing to skilful management: perjury is 
daily increasing in the law courts. Even true and good cases require to be 
somewhat ‘ spiced” with falsehoods to become successful. The judges, who 
are mostly foreigners, unacquainted with the manners and customs of the 
people of this country, find it difficult to judge of evidence given by native 
witnesses. Inthe hands of unscrupulous men the courts have become 
, machinery for the harassment of the good and the inoffensive. The 
establishment of arbitration courts is the only remedy for this state of 
things. 
| “ib. The following observations are extracted from an article inthe Som 
Prakash, of the 19th August, on the Report 
of the Bengal Rent Law Commission :—The 
Commission has submitted an elaborate report, the result of two years’ 
labours. ‘Their efforts, however, are not likely to lead to much good. The 
members have, indeed, laboured to find out means whereby disputes between 
landlords and tenants might be prevented, but it is to be feared that these 
will rather increase if the recommendations of the report are caried out in 
practice. One instance will suffice. The landlord, it is proposed, will have 
the right to enhance the rent if the prices rule high. Now this is a 
ground of enhancement which is of a most scientific character, and will 
open the door to much novel litigation. The members of the Commission, 
as well as the Lieutenant-Governor who had appointed them, are all well 
disposed towards the ryot, and the former have made proposals for conferring 
valuable privileges on tenants possessing occupancy rights. But what about 
the growth of these rights ? That is a matter which depends entirely upon 
the pleasure of the landlords, who may, to prevent the accrual of such rights, 
change their tenants every year; and who knows that they will not do this ? 
Who will dissuade them from this course? The fact is there should be a 
permanent settlement made once for all on the basis of an equitable division 
of the produce of the soil, between the landlord and the tenant. As it is, the 
proposals of the Commission, if carried out, will benefit only a few tenants. 
16. The same paper remarks that the people of this country were 
Zemindari management and khas happier under the rule of the Hast India 
tain Company than they are now under the direct 
Government of the Crown, and the reason is that the servants of the 
Company laboured under asense of responsibility to the Crown, which is 
sadly wanting at the present time. It was for this reason that they raised 
natives to the posts of judicial officers, and conferred on the people 
English education; and it is quite possible that had the Company been 
now in power, natives would have been more extensively employed in 
the public service, and such obnoxious legislative enactments as the Press 
Act and the Arms Act would never have been passed. The case of 
zemindars’ estates and khas mehals is similar. The zemindar has to 
act under a wholesome dread of the laws in force and of Government. 
In the khas mehals, the officers of Government commit high-handed 
proceedings with impunity. Complaints against them are not listened to: 
the statements of the tenants are not believed. Even the pettiest peon on 
Rs. > a month tyrannizes over them. The Editor then refers to the litiga- 
tion which has been resorted to by the tenants of two khas mehals in 
Midnapore to obtain redress against the action of the Government settle- 
ment officers, who have assessed them at enormously enhanced rates of 
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rent. This litigation will ruin the poor men, and it behoves Government 
to come to an amicable settlement with them by enhancing at the rate of 
two annas a bigah, and making the arrangement a permanent one. The 
observations of the writer are based upon the statements in the letter of 
a correspondent published in continuation of the article under notice, 
The correspondent states that the number of suits instituted by the tenants 
of the mehals referred to above, constitute but an inadequate index to 
their feelings. Almost all are opposed to the revised settlement, but the 
majority are poor, and have been obliged to acquiesce in the enhanced rates 
through inability to pay the expenses of litigation. 


17. The Navavibhakur, of the 9th August, observes that as long as a 
me _ desire of entertaining Kuropeans predomi- 
soe eb loyment of natives in the public nates over the sense of justice cherished by the 


rulers, so long will natives continue to be 
excluded from all high appointments in the public service. It is idle to 
argue that natives are not so well qualified as the Europeans to fill positions 
of responsibility. This conclusion is a foregone one with the authorities, 
The people believe otherwise, and can prove, by examples and the testimony 
of high public officers themselves, that natives have rendered satisfaction in 
whatever position they have been placed; and yet the plea of incompetency 
never fails the authorities, whenever, any high post falling vacant or a new 
one being created, the question of appointing a native is raised. Government 
would much rather appoint an inexperienced European to some responsible 
office, and gradually train him up at public expense, than confer it upona 
qualified native. This is particularly seen in the police and many public 
offices. In the former, raw and inexperienced Europeans are found to 
be at once appointed Assistant Superintendents, without possessing the 
slightest knowledge of what is required of them. 

18. The same paper believes that prisoners, particularly the short- 
term prisoners, are allowed insufficient diet, 
while they are subjected to over-work. This 
shatters their health, and in most cases causes premature death. The 
authorities of the jail, of course, always endeavour to show the unsoundness 
of this view by means of statistics, notes, and comments, but they are 
never successful. The condition of the prisoners in the jails is really 
deplorable, as the recently published reports shew. There was last year 
disease and fearful mortality among them. This is a serious matter and 
should attract the attention of Government. The object of prison discipline 
is to reform the criminals, but not to kill them. 


Mortality among prisoners. 


19. On the subject of the Calcutta Municipality and Sir Ashley 
; Eden, and the petition about to be made to 
Menictalit?, 1" One the Calcntts Government by the rate-payers of the Subur- 


ban Municipality for the introduction of the 
elective system among them, the same paper contains two articles, dwelling 
on the hostile attitude manifested by the Lieutenant-Governor to the 
proceedings of the elected Commissioners. The remarks made by the 
writer are similar to those noticed in paragraph 14 of our last report. 


RAJKRISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, m.a. & B.L., 


Bengali Translator. 
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The 14th August 1880. 
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